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right to have their status made good in South Africa. The Proclamation
of 1858, no matter what may be said to the contrary, guarantees them
full British subject rights,. They have shown themselves to be industrious,
sober, law-abiding and honest in South Africa, and, as has been often
admitted, they have been very useful in developing its resources. They
have also had promises of fair and equal treatment, especially regarding
their civil rights in South Africa, from responsible ministers.
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22. HOUSE TAX IN NATAL

Popular feeling is growing against the House Tax Bill published in
the Natal Government Gazette. A public meeting was held on the night of
the 10th instant in Maritzburg to consider the Bill, and a meeting was
also held in Durban on Thursday evening. A large number of people has
signed various petitions protesting against the Bill. The proposed house
tax has become even more irksome than the poll-tax. The measures pro-
posed are very defective and the Bill is objectionable even if passed as
a temporary measure. If introduced, this tax would be regarded more
-equitable than the poll-tax as a permanent levy. The poll-tax cannot be
tolerated for ever, though it is true that it is levied in some countries.
In view of the public feeling against the house tax, it should either be
modified or dropped altogether, so that the feeling against the poll-tax
may not be intensified.

[From Gujarati]
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23, JAPANS PREPARATION FOR PEACE
THE CAPTURE OF SOUTHELIAN ISLAND
The Japanese have captured the Southelian Island from the Russians
and landed their troops there. This island is 670 miles long, and 20 to
150 miles broad. Its area is 24,550 square miles, that is, more extensive
than that of Kathiawad. The southern part of the island was in the pos-
session of Japan till the year 1875, but was later passed on to Russia in
exchange for the Kuril Islands.1 In that island, there are many kerosene
wells, and coal also is found in abundance. The negotiations for peace
now in progress have been very greatly influenced by the capture of
such a big island by Japan. The Times says that no other event during
the war has hit the Russians so severely. This event has proved that
Russia is quite incapable of defending her boundaries, It is not yet fifty
IA chain of small islands in the North Pacific Ocean,